
Hailey~Albertsons of Hailey presented a
$5,000 donation to The Blaine County Hunger
Coalition on May 28 in recognition of increased
demand on the nonprofit’s local mission. Store
manager Stan Soares awarded the check to
Hunger Coalition board member Michael
Donovan at the grocery store’s front end in front
of a small crowd.

The Hunger Coalition serves local residents,
44 percent of whom are children, who seek
assistance through the organization’s food box,
food voucher and infant formula programs—all
of which have recently seen dramatic increases
in usage.

As well as the lump sum gift, Albertsons has
committed to selling food to The Hunger
Coalition at greatly discounted prices, a luxury
the organization has not had in the past. Jeanne
Liston, executive director of the group, was
deeply moved by the gesture, saying, “The abili-
ty to buy food at a discount will significantly
impact our operations. We have struggled with

rising food prices for months, and Albertsons’
generosity will relieve that struggle consider-
ably.”

In addition, Albertsons store clerks encour-
age shoppers to donate “bonus” items (buy-one-
get-one deals) to the yellow Hunger Coalition
food barrels located by the store entrance. The

next promotion of this kind will take place later
this month. Food barrels are positioned at
Albertsons and at all grocery store locations
throughout the valley year-round.

Liston said that the Albertsons donation
comes at a particularly opportune time, as many
are underemployed during the seasonal slack
period and food and gas prices have continued
to escalate, putting further strain on resources.

“People in this Valley don’t always realize the
hardship and malnourishment some of our
neighbors face,” she said. “Four-hundred-and-
fifty children live in poverty in Blaine County.
(They are) missing out on three square meals a
day in this affluent area is unacceptable. We are
truly grateful to Albertsons for taking a stand
with us.”

The Blaine County Hunger Coalition was
founded in 2003 and served more than 14,000
meals last year.

The Hunger Coalition strives to end hunger
in the community by providing wholesome food
to those in need and by promoting solutions to
the structural causes of hunger through collabo-
ration, education and advocacy. For more infor-
mation, visit www.thehungercoalition.org, �

Donation, discounts help
combat increased demand

The peak summer tourist
season is just around the corner,
and in order to prepare, the Sun
Valley/Ketchum Chamber and
Visitors Bureau is offering a
first class customer service
training session for local busi-
nesses’ frontline employees to
help effectively serve visitors
this summer.

The main focus of the class
will be to educate employees on
customer service techniques.
The class will also help employ-
ees answer customers’ questions
about the area, learn about local
activities and where to find
information and learn a bit
about the history of the Wood
River Valley.

Chris Orders with the
Department of Commerce &
Labor in Twin Falls, in conjunc-
tion with Southern Idaho Travel
and Tourism, has developed a
customer service program that
has been well received in the
Magic Valley area. The class is
scheduled for June 16, with a
morning session from 9 a.m.
through noon, and an afternoon
session from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Classes will be held at the Wood
River YMCA in Ketchum.

To reserve a spot, contact
Gina Bennett at the Visitor
Center by June 12 at 725-2108
or e-mail her at visitorser
vices@visitsunvalley.com. �

The course will
help employees
with tourists

By SUSAN BAILEY
The Wood River Journal ~ Sun Valley

There are items at the House of the Rising
Sun that don’t feature the smiling Sun Valley
sun but that doesn’t take away from the fact that
the famous logo blasted the business into being.

Under its inspiration, two San Francisco area
people decided to open a store in Sun Valley,
right on Main Street in Ketchum. One of them,
Bill Neads, owns a similar store in Vallejo, Calif.,
where a big warehouse keeps him stocked with
imports and overstocked items bought on sale.
The other one is a former resident who worked
eight years for Marketron in Hailey.

They stumbled onto an idea while playing
with stock in the warehouse.

“Bill was showing me these vases with a sun
face and I said, ‘Oh, my God, that’s the Sun
Valley sun,’ ” said Kelly Staples, who opened the
store last month with Neads, a Bay Area busi-
nessman who travels the world on buying trips.

With dinnerware, boxes, vases and sculptures
showing the smiling Sun Valley face as the cen-
terpiece, they took over the Christopher & Co.
storefront with its knobby pine exterior and
called their place the House of the Rising Sun in
its honor.

The business opened in time for Memorial
Day crowds, its 1,000 square feet stuffed with
merchandise, some on the floor, some high in
cabinets and others in between.

“I had a lady in here who took five laps,”
Staples said. “She said there was so much to see.”

Five truck loads came to Ketchum from the
Vallejo warehouse, including oil paintings from
China, some in imitation of great masterpieces
produced by Chinese art students.

“Bill’s philosophy is, ‘Why should only the
rich be able to own art?’” Staples said. “He
scours the globe. He loves art.”

House of the Rising Sun has applied to the

Sun Valley Gallery Association for membership
and plans to stay open during Gallery Walk
nights this summer, showing off oil paintings in
gallery quality frames, some on European
themes and others with Western images.

Other items found in the store were gathered
on trips to Africa, India, Egypt, Indonesia and
China and range from seagrass chairs to Galli
art glass reproductions, Victorian velvet chairs
for children, women’s evening bags and marble-
topped tables.

House of the Rising Sun sells leather chairs,

imitation Tiffany lamps, wooden wine carriers,
crystal perfume bottles, Japanese tea sets and a
fused ball of 500-year-old Chinese coins from a
shipwreck.

Staples said some of the items are admitted-
ly eccentric. There are high prices and low prices
throughout the store.

“We really want to be able to appeal to the
local market,” Staples said. “I know how frus-
trating it is to live here and not be able to buy in
a local shop. I want them to feel this is their
store with something for everyone.”

Returning to the Wood River Valley has
been like a homecoming for Staples, who said
she didn’t realize how many friends she had.

“This is the first place that ever felt like
home to me as an adult,” Staples said. “There are
a lot of fabulous places in the world and this is
certainly one of them.” �

House of the Rising Sun
offers paintings, items
from around the world
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Hailey~The monthly Wake
Up With Hailey will be held on
a special date this month. Join
the Hailey Chamber of Com-
merce for a Wake Up from 8:30
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, spon-
sored by Accounting and
Financial Solutions.

The Wake Up will be held at
416 S. Main St., Suite 202 (Red
Fish Building). Bring your busi-
ness cards and networking skills,
and join Mike Beck for refresh-
ments. �

Customer
service 
training
being held 

Wake up
With Hailey
on Tuesday

The National Association of
Realtors has provided a $5,000
Diversity Initiative Grant to La
Alianza to support development of
a cultural center in Blaine County,
according to the Sawtooth Board
of Realtors.

La Alianza, located at the
Community Campus in Hailey, is a
nonprofit organization established
to build cross-cultural alliances to
improve the quality of life in the
community through education,
advocacy and direct services.

Interim Executive Director
Rebecca Hornbach accepted the
grant on behalf of La Alianza say-
ing, “We appreciate the interest
that the Sawtooth Board of
Realtors has shown in our organi-
zation. The success of this grant
request is an indication that others
share our understanding of the
importance of bringing Blaine
County’s cultural communities
together.”

In addition to the grant, the
Sawtooth Board of Realtors,
through its Government Affairs

Committee, will contribute staff
time in partnership with La
Alianza to accomplish several
diversity-oriented goals outlined in
the grant request as well as under-
take research into home ownership
trends in the Hispanic community
in Blaine County.

“As an association with rela-
tionships throughout all cultural
groups in the Valley, the Sawtooth
Board of Realtors strives to take a
leadership role in promoting activi-
ties which improve understanding
and communication in our commu-
nities,” said Jim Figge, president of
the Sawtooth Board of Realtors.

The Sawtooth Board of
Realtors represents more than 380
Blaine County realtors. In addition
to professional representation of
their clients, Realtors strive to be a
resource to the community by pro-
viding knowledge, information,
tools and resources in a timely
manner to the public and elected
and appointed local government
officials. �

Susan Bailey/WRJ

Kelly Staples sits outside House of the Rising Sun on Main Street in Ketchum.

Showing the sunny side in Ketchum

Sawtooth Board of Realtors
provides grant to La Alianza

Courtesy photo

Albertsons store manager Stan Soares presents a
$5,000 donation to Michael Donovan of The Blaine
County Hunger Coalition on May 28. (Pictured from
left to right: Josh Robertson, Soares, Donovan,
Lynn Holverson and Jeanne Liston.)

Albertsons donates $5,000 to Hunger Coalition 

"We really want to be
able to appeal to the

local market.”
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